
Let’s look at the problem from the ground level 

Too often issues like the impact of the HCP on 4,000 Charlotte County property owners are 

discussed in broad terms and clearly avoiding specifics and details about those that are most 

greatly impacted. What can a sole property owner do to resolve inequitable situations when the 

edict is coming down from the Federal, State, or County level?  The market value of property 

within the scrub-jay reserve has been substantially reduced by the actions of Charlotte County 

government and USFWS at the Federal level... period and without debate! 

Let’s look at the problem from the ground level (please excuse the pun). 

• Mr. "S" bought a 5.1 acre parcel on Hidden Valley Circle BEFORE the scrub-jay overlay 

was in place.  A comparable lot outside the overlay might sell for $90-$100K.  Mr. "S" 

will be lucky to get $40K for his lot because, now, under the HCP, a potential buyer will 

have to pay $76,700 to the County to develop the lot.  

• Mr. "V" owns two lots in Prairie Creek Park. He refuses to pay a $76,700 fee for the 

development of one of the lots knowing that the County has agreed that the fee should be 

$2,004.  Mr. “V” is understandably incensed knowing the County has refused to put the 

new fee schedule in place in fear of retribution from USFWS.  (Why has the premise of 

‘Home-Rule’ disappeared from the County's choices, decisions, and actions?) 

• Mr. "F" with 5.1 acres on Cypress Blvd would like to develop his property, building a 

home with horses, a barn and pastures.  This is exactly what Prairie Creek Park was 

developed as.... an equestrian community!  Yet he faces tens of thousands of dollars in 

fees and loss of the use of a significant portion of his property.  This is just plain wrong at 

any level! 

From 30,000 feet, from Vero Beach, or from Murdoch Circle you cannot see the impacted 

properties of Mr. "S", Mr. "V", or Mr. "F".  The true impact of the HCP and the ludicrous current 

fee schedule is being felt NOW by those 4,000 parcel owners.  It is unacceptable to believe, as 

suggested in the article that the County’s position that five, ten or more years is a reasonable time 

for Prairie Creek Park property owners to wait. County property owners have already waited for 

two and a half years.  This problem must be resolved in a much shorter time frame, hopefully 

months; certainly not years, and not decades.     

Perhaps the Sun Herald should put boots on the ground in Prairie Creek Park and get a ‘ground 

level’ perspective on the impact of these policies, on the people, and the scrub-jay.    

 


